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PRE-DINNER SPEAKER 
 

Febrary 18, 2020 
5:30 p.m. 

Dayton Engineers Club 
 

Robin Elston 

Elston Consulting 
 

Navigating Life’s Transitions 
 

 
Life is full of change. Sometimes we manage change 
effortlessly, as easily as a walk through the park on a 
pleasant, sunny day. Other times the pressures and 
transition that follows of life can feel more like a crawl 
through broken glass, pushing our limits and challenging 
how we define ourselves. We all experience these 
transitions – whether we are plotting our course in life as 
we prepare for and begin our careers or as we adjust to 
life’s changes throughout our careers, and regardless of 
our situation, status or age.  
 
During this enlightening and humorous presentation, 
Robin Elston will lead us as we discover the 
opportunities, joys and the many blessings that come with 
all life’s transitions. We’ll also explore how to better 
support ourselves and others through transitions, those 
that seem like beautiful walks in the park and those 
transitions that sometimes feel more like challenging 
crawls through broken glass.  
 
This interactive presentation will be applicable to both 
students and experienced professionals. It will include 
time to interact, think, process, and plan to allow you 
some productive take-aways 
 

 

DINNER PROGRAM SPEAKER 
 

February 18, 2020 
6:45 p.m. 

Dayton Engineers Club 
 

 Robin Elston 

Elston Consulting 
 

Focus and achieve your goals by requesting 
and accepting help, consistently expressing 
gratitude, and sometime reinventing yourself. 
 

With degrees in Chemical 
Engineering and Business, Robin 
Elston spent fifteen years working in 
engineering, manufacturing, and 
human resource management in the 
Procter & Gamble Manufacturing 
Company.  In 2001 she left a 
successful career in project and 
change management to follow her 
passion and founded Elston 
Consulting. Since then, Robin has worked with hundreds 
of organizations to resolve issues and improve results 
across the US, Europe, and South America. 

Robin works with leaders to improve their bottom line by 
providing one-on-one coaching, group & company-wide 
training, and master 
planning facilitation.  She 
is also a popular 
workshop leader and 
motivational speaker on 
leadership and life.  She 
has a unique ability to 
combine strategies for 
personal growth with 
humorous relatable 
examples.  Some of 
those examples come 
from living with Steve, 
her husband of 26 years, and their five children in 
western Ohio. 
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STUDENT NIGHT 2020 – PLEASE COME OUT AND MEET AREA STUDENTS 
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President’s Message 

February has historically brought us Student Night in the Dayton IMA Chapter, and this year is no different.  It is 
always an exciting time to see so many young future professionals come out to learn more about their future 
profession and what we as accounting and finance professional do to help our organizations. 
 

At this month’s meeting, we are excited to bring in professional consultant and speaker, Robin Elston.  She will 
be presenting her program that is suited to both professionals and students: “Navigating Life’s Transitions 
with Confidence and Ease”.  This interactive presentation will help us all learn how to better support ourselves 
during life’s changes.  This program will be presented in two sections before and after dinner. 
 

A reminder, particularly for you CMAs, that in March we will be hosting one of the latest IMA Ethics programs.  
We are looking forward to the opportunity to have some engaging discussion about maintaining our ethical 
standards while continuing to move our organizations forward. 
 

Please consider joining us for this wonderful opportunity to support the students, network and grow 
professionally and personally. 
 

Paul Myers 
          Chapter President 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

SPECIAL 4:30 P.M. STUDENT NIGHT SESSION 
 

We have a special opportunity for Students or any other member or professional before our regular 
session starts! 
 

We will be having several different stations set up on the first floor of the facility to help you plan 
and prepare for your career and learn more about IMA! 
 

Stations include: 
 Resume Review – Have your resume reviewed by an area professional 
 Headshots – Get a professional headshot to use in social media 
 Career Driver – Learn more about this career planning tool available to IMA members 
 IMA Info Central – Learn more about the Institute of Management Accountants and what is 

can offer to students and professionals 
 Additionally, you will have an opportunity to meet area professionals. 
 

 
 
 

IMA ANNUAL CONFERENCE – ATLANTA – REGISTRATION OPEN 
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• Registration open NOW 

• Early Bird Registration Rate, just 
$999 for members 

• New Deep-Dive Workshops – 
Intensive Sessions on Cutting Edge 
Topics 

• Explore 8 Specialty Tracks  in a 
New Condensed Schedule 

http://www.dayton.imanet.org/
https://www.imanet.org/career-resources/careerdriver
http://www.facebook.com/IMASLC
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SAVE THE DATE 
 

46th Annual Meonske Professional 
Development Conference 

 

Thursday-  Apr 23, 2020  
Friday  Apr 24, 2020  

 

Kent State University 
 

This is one of the top financial accounting 
conferences in the country.  It is a great 
opportunity to hear from the FASB and 
other prominent organizations. 
 
It is a great value.  We should have more 
details in the March newsletter. 

Have You Checked out IMA’s Podcast Series? 
 

Count Me In® is IMA’s podcast about all things affecting the 
accounting and finance world! We bring the latest perspectives 
and insights on accounting and finance to you from the experts. 
Listen today to gain inside knowledge and sharpen your skills. 
 
This is a list of the recent topics to give you an idea of what is 
being covered in these sessions: 
 
Ep. 48: Reed Handley - PR and Media for F&A 
 
Ep. 47: MaryBeth Hyland - Organizational Culture 
 
Ep. 46: Larry Serven - How to Execute Your Strategy for 
Long-term Value Creation 
 
Ep. 45: Anders Liu-Lindberg - "Insight x Influence = IMPACT" 
 
The topics cover a wide range of issues and the guest speakers are from around the 
world.  The recording time is typically 15 minutes or less, so if you are looking for an easy 
way to grow professionally, check it out! 
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New ACCA and IMA Report: Global economic confidence 

bounces back in Q4 2019 concluding a volatile year 
 

New York and Montvale, N.J., January 21, 2020 – The latest Global Economic Conditions Survey (GECS) 
released today from ACCA (the Association of Chartered Certified Accountants) and IMA® (Institute of 
Management Accountants) found that global economic confidence bounced back in Q4 2019 to around its 
level in mid-2019, with a particularly strong improvement in North America. 
While the global poll of 2,560 accountants reported a recovery in economic confidence in all key regions, it 
also found that global confidence is below its long-run average and forecast continued modest expansion in 
the world economy in early 2020. 
 

GECS is the largest regular economic survey of accountants around the world, in terms of both the number 
of respondents and the range of economic variables it monitors. The full report is available here and 
at https://www.imanet.org/insights-and-trends/global-economic-conditions-survey. 
 

Overall, the report noted that the global orders index, which is less volatile than confidence, was little 
changed for the third quarter in a row, and global investment and employment indices also were relatively 
stable in Q4, close to long-run averages. The global inflation picture continues to point to subdued cost 
pressures, reflecting the effects of a slowdown in economic growth. 
 

Warner Johnston, Head of ACCA USA, said, “In 2019, the global economy expanded at close to 3%, the 
slowest rate since the financial crisis ten years ago. The GECS foreshadowed this slowdown, which 
continued steadily throughout last year. Looking ahead, the GECS points to steady growth early this year, 
with no strong pick up but no global recession either. Many risks to the global economy in 2020 are the 
same as in 2019.” 
 

Raef Lawson, Ph.D., CMA, CPA, IMA vice president of research and policy, said, “There are downside risks 
to the economy, the main one being a re-escalation of US-China trade tensions. But on the upside, last 
year’s monetary easing by the US Federal Reserve and many other central banks will support growth in 
coming months. It is also a year in which we are encountering a US presidential election, which often 
coincides with a buoyant economy. A global recession is very unlikely, but it will be another year of sluggish 
growth.” 
 
The US GECS confidence measure improved significantly in Q4, to its highest level since 2018 Q2. 
Progress in the trade negotiations with China and the third ¼ percentage point cut in the US Federal Funds 
rate since July are likely to have been factors in improved sentiment. In other findings relating to the US: 

• Growth in the US slowed last year as expected but did not come close to the recession forecast by 
many analysts. 

• The GECS orders index consistently pointed to slowdown and not recession. 

• For the year as a whole GDP growth in 2019 will be close to 2.3% compared with 2.9% in 2018: 
weaker investment and trade were the main causes; 

• The GECS capital expenditure index reflected a weaker investment climate last year, but did 
recover in Q4; 

• Consumer spending held up well through much of 2019, supported by a buoyant jobs market and 
rising wages; 

 

Added Lawson, “Many of the risks to the global economy in 2020 are the same as those in 2019. The good 
news is that trade tensions between the US and China have diminished – at least for now.” Yet, he 
cautioned that recent geopolitical risks in the Middle East are now at the fore, centered on US-Iran tensions. 
“A significant escalation could undermine economic confidence. But economic harm beyond Iran itself may 
be limited. Away from the Middle East itself, the chief downside risk would be the threat to oil supplies 
and/or a sharp rise in prices. But since the US is now the world’s biggest oil producer any effect will be 
extremely limited.” 
 

Fieldwork for the Q4 2019 GECS took place between November 22 and December 11, 2019 and attracted 
responses from 2,560 ACCA and IMA members around the world, including more than 200 CFOs. 
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UPCOMING WEBINAR SCHEDULE 
INSIDE TALK 
 

Measuring the Real Cost of Manual Accounting 
Wednesday, February 26, 2020 from 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. (EDT) 
Field of Study – Accounting – Technology & Analytics 
 

Manual accounting processes are a top frustration of every accountant—the repetitive work, endless 
spreadsheets, and late nights at month-end. 
But what’s the real cost? 
Michael Shultz, of BlackLine, will explore the costs of traditional manual accounting processes. He will discuss 
how you can measure the value of automating specific accounting tasks and identify the significant issues at 
your organization. 
 

Transforming the Finance Function with RPA 
Monday, March 2 from 1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. (EDT) 
Field of Study – Information Technology – Technology & Analytics 
 

Robotic process automation (RPA) is transforming the way organizations approach finance and accounting 
processes. User-friendly platforms, along with embedded or integrated advanced digital services such as 
artificial intelligence and machine learning, make RPA a relatively inexpensive option for companies, the 
majority of which begin implementation with finance and accounting processes. Boasting end-user 
development functionality that requires little to no IT expertise, RPA should be on every finance and 
accounting professional’s radar. Join us as Loreal Jiles, of BP America, walks through the power of RPA, its 
impact on our profession, and how you can become a leader in this space. 
 

Seeing "20/20" in 2020: What the recent ASUs mean for your business 
Wednesday, March 11, 2020 from 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. (EDT) 
Field of Study – Accounting – Reporting and Control 
 

Join us for this not-to-be-missed session as James Tilk, of Sage Intacct, and Cesar Elizondo, of StarCorp, 
cover the latest in Financial Accounting Standards Board (FASB) pronouncements. They will review the 
newest Accounting Standards Updates (ASUs), what they mean for your organization, and what you need to 
do in order to see “20/20” as you prepare in the year ahead. 

 
LEADERSHIP ACADEMY 
 

Leading in the Digital Age 
Tuesday, March 3, 2020 from 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. (EDT) 
Field of Study – Personal Development - Leadership 
 

The role of management accountants has changed dramatically in the past couple of decades, and much of 
that change has been caused by challenges in technology. This raises many questions: 
 How do management accountants lead in a digital age? 

• How is technology transforming leadership? 

• What digital skills do leaders need? 

• What other skills are necessary to manage in a digital age? 

• How can we best use technology to be better leaders? 

• How can we manage technology rather than be overwhelmed by it? 
These are all questions this course explores. You’ll be able to assess your digital skills, understand digital 
leadership, and chart a course for becoming a better digital leader.  
http://www.imanet.org/learning_center/IMAWebinars.aspx  
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Paul Myers 
2518 Jaysville St.Johns Rd. 
Arcanum, OH  45304 

 

 
MEETING REGISTRATION FORM  * DAYTON ENGINEERS CLUB 

 

Meeting Date, Tuesday, February 18, 2020 
Please reserve by Thursday, February 13, 2020 

 

Do you plan to attend the 5:30 p.m. session? Yes No (please mark) 
6:45 p.m. Main Entrée: Marinated Sirloin with Linguini 
  Vegetarian:  Stuffed Shells 
 

Reservation is for _________member(s) & _________ guests 
 

Member Name: ____________________________________________________ 
 

Guest Name: ______________________________________________________ 
 

Amount enclosed $___________  ($32 advance reservation, $35 at the door – Students only $10) 
 

Please make checks payable to Dayton Chapter IMA. 
(You may call/fax in your advance reservation with all information and pay at the door; however, no-shows will be 
charged.) 
 

Dinner preference:  Main Entrée________    Vegetable Plate_______ 
 

Send checks with reservations to: 
Paul Myers 
Phone: 937-564-7964 

Email:  .myersp70@gmail.com  
 

http://www.dayton.imanet.org/        FEBRUARY, 2020 
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